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(COSEWIC, 2012; adapted from James et al (2005) Ecology Letters)

• Found in Canadian waters from June to 
October

• Broad overlap with fishing activity

• Listed by Canada as endangered under the 
Species At Risk Act in 2003

o Mandatory reporting of interactions with 
fishers

• Reports of entanglement mortalities likely 
underestimated (Hamelin et al. (2016) Aquat. 

Conserv. Mar. Freshw. Ecosyst.)

Leatherback Turtles in Atlantic Canada



Northern Cod Fishery Improvement Project

• Northern cod fishery collapsed in 1990’s

• Socially and culturally important

• Fishery Improvement Project (FIP) launched in 
2015

• Partnership between WWF and the Fish, Food and 
Allied Workers Union (FFAW)

o Largest private sector 
union in Newfoundland

• Goal: achieve a high level of sustainability 
necessary for the fishery and for the communities 
that depend on it
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• 5 year project to improve sustainability of 
small scale stewardship fishery 

• Gear: bottom gillnet, bottom longline, 
handline, pots

• Landed approximately 9,000 mt in 2018

• Extends to 200 mile line

Northern Cod Fishery Improvement Project



Northern Cod Fishery Improvement Project

• Action Plan released in 2016

Performance Indicator:
Reducing the threat from gear to Endangered Threatened and Protected (ETP) 
species and regular monitoring of ETP Species

© Wild Wonders of Europe  / Magnus Lundgren / WWF

• Through the FIP several needs identified:

• Regular monitoring of leatherback turtle entanglement 

• Mitigation efforts to avoid and address entanglements

• Some fish harvesters have experience with ETP species

• Need to equip greater number of fish harvesters with 
knowledge on ETP species, and equipment to mitigate 
entanglements



• WWF and FFAW partnered with local expert group on education and bycatch 
mitigation:

Whale Release and Strandings

• Working on disentangling leatherback turtles in Newfoundland waters since 
2001

• Designed a line cutter template

• Developed educational material

Outreach
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• Goals of the project:

1. Implement an education and outreach program focused on leatherback 
turtles

2. Provide fish harvesters with the right tools to mitigate incidental 
encounters with leatherback turtles

3. Increase fish harvesters’ capacity and understanding to enable higher 
level of incident reports in Species At Risk Act logbooks

Outreach



Outreach

• Whale Release and Strandings visited 10 communities in November 
2018

• Presented to over 280 harvesters

Provided 

• information on the biology and life history of leatherbacks

• Explanation of how they become entangled

• training on disentangling leatherbacks to reduce mortality

• line cutters and extendable poles

• Highlighted importance of reporting sightings and incidences 
in Species At Risk Act log books
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• Education component completed November 2018

• Will follow up after one year to determine number of ETP encountered, reporting rate of 
incidents, efficacy of line cutters

• Could be used as a model to educate fishers in other sectors, throughout larger section of 
leatherback range

Strengths of the program

• Partnered with fishing union (direct connection to fishers)

• Partnered with local, well-established, experienced 
organization

• Actions are incentivized around sustainability of important 
fishing resource

• Met with fishers in their communities

• Provided tools to accomplish goals

Results
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Thank you

WWF-Canada
bkelly@wwfcanada.org
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